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Untouchability as it is practised in Hinduism today
Is, in my opinion, a sin against God and man and is, there-
fore, like a poison slowly eating into the very vitals of
Hinduism. In my opinion, it has no sanction whatsoever
in the Hindu Shastras taken as a whole. Untoucha-
bility of a healthy kind is undoubtedly to be found in
the Shastras and it is universal in all religions. It is
a rule of sanitation. That will exist to the end of time;
bui untouchability as we are observing today in India
is a hideous thing and wears various forms in various
provinces, even in districts. It has degraded both the
untouchables and the touchables. It has stunted the
growth of nearly 40 million human beings. They are
denied even the ordinary amenities of life. The sooner,
therefore, it is ended, the better for Hinduism, the
better for India, and perhaps better for mankind in
general.
Harzj'an, ll~2-'33

Swaraj is a meaningless term, if we desire to keep a
fifth of India under perpetual subjection, and delibera-
tely deny to them the fruits of national culture. We are
seeking the aid of God in this great purifying move-
ment, but we deny to the most deserving among His
creatures the rights of humanity. Inhuman ourselves,
we may not plead before the Throne for deliverance
from the inhumanity of others.
Young India, 25-5-'21

That untouchability is an old institution, nobody
has ever denied. But if it is an evil, it cannot be defended
on the ground of its antiquity. If the untouchables are
the outcasts of the Aryan society, so much the worse
for that society. And if the Aryans at some stage in their
progress regarded  a certain class of people as outcasts